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18. — A Text-Booh of Church History. By Dr. John C. L. Giese- 
ler. Translated from the Fourth Revised German Edition, by 
Samuel Davidson, LL. D., Professor of Biblical Literature and 
Ecclesiastical History in the Lancashire Independent College. A 
New American Edition, revised and edited by Henry B. Smith, 
Professor in the Union Theological Seminary, New York. Vols. I. - 
III. New York : Harper and Brothers. 8vo. pp. 576, 624, 539. 

Gieseler's Church History fills a place in which it has no competi- 
tor, and in which it will be prized in precise proportion to the scholarly 
tastes and aims of those who use it. The mere reader will have noth- 
ing to do with it ; the true student would hardly exchange it for all 
else that is within easy reach in the same department. The text is a 
mere syllabus of results and facts, drawn up with a sententious brevity 
entirely non-German. The notes furnish copious references to original 
authorities, numerous verificative quotations, and, in fine, a mass of 
materials such as could be gathered from no library in America, and 
but few in Europe. At the time of Gieseler's death, the work was 
completed down to the year 1648. The present publication corresponds 
with the first two volumes of the original, and extends to 1517. The 
first English translation was made by Rev. Francis Cunningham, and 
published in Philadelphia in 1836. This was admirably executed, but 
in part from an earlier and less perfect edition than was used for the 
version now under our notice. It is impossible for us to say how largely 
Professor Smith has contributed to make these volumes all that they 
are ; for we have never seen the English edition on which they are 
founded. But the reputation of the American editor, and the high or- 
der of critical care which has evidently been bestowed on this Ameri- 
can issue, incline us to ascribe a large proportion of its value to the 
labors of one so well fitted for an editorial task which demanded equal 
taste, judgment, and learning. 



19. — History of the Christian Church. By Philip Schaff, D.D., 
Author of the History of the Apostolic Church. From the Birth of 
Christ to the Reign of Constantine, A. D. 1-311. New York: 
Charles Scribner. 1859. 8vo. pp. 535. 

With this book we are greatly pleased. It is not so much a 
chronicle of facts, as an exhibition of the Christian life of the early 
centuries. At the commencement of each section a list of authorities 
for its contents is given, and from the sources thus indicated the author 



